Dear All,

I would like to invite all interested RMSANZ members to an inaugural R&R dinner to
follow the welcome reception at the Darwin RMSANZ conference 1900 on 19/7/26 at 28
Pandanus St, Nightcliff, Darwin. It is anticipated that the cost of the dinner will be
covered by the RMSANZ funding.

The rural and remote SIG came to life about 30 years ago and was an extremely robust
SIG with a number of dedicated members. The glue that held it together was the
difficulty rural and remote fellows had in gaining collegiate support. The annual dinner
held at the ASMs was always well attended and proved an entertaining affair enjoyed by
all. There were regular teleconferences on various topics, and it pioneered the
development of PQR assessments later adopted by the RACP.

We were able to leverage off the SRSA grant system and this helped us develop the PQR
system. We were liberal with our membership criteria and city-based specialists were
able to members if they were welcoming of a rural and remote ethos.

Unfortunately, with the AFRM coming under the RACP we were unable to continue
funding the teleconferences and the SIG became no more. There are now many
rehabilitation physicians working in a rural and remote setting and there is now RMSANZ
funding available to support a rural and remote SIG and there has been a lot of
enthusiasm to restart the SIG with a new name of Regional and Rural SIG.

The anticipated objectives are

a. collegiate support for rural and remote members

b. how to make best use of a narrow resource base in the R&R setting

c. how to lobby for more equity for NDIS/aged care in regional/rural/remote settings
d. how to make best use of a narrow resource base in the R&R setting

The dinner will provide an excellent networking opportunity and it is hoped there will be
a presentation from the MJD foundation about how to approach cultural safety with first
nation people.

The meeting will also be an opportunity to appoint office bearers and set out the
following year’s agenda.

Please contact Howard Flavell for further information and to rsvp:
Howard.Flavell@nt.gov.au or 0412829436
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