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PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS – FRIDAY 7 AUGUST 2026 
07:45 Pre-Conference Workshop Registration Open 

Arrival Tea & Coffee 
08:30-12:00 Ultrasound-Guided Pain Interventions Workshop 

Lagoon Room 
Facilitators | Tim Ho, Martyna Berwertz 

Faculty | Brian Hue, Colin Chong, Sachin Shetty, Tony Ng, Dan Bates, Andrew Weiss 
 
Hands-on, station-based workshop covering cervical/craniofacial and sympathetic targets, thoracic/lumbar spine, 
sacroiliac and pelvic targets, shoulder/upper limb, elbow/wrist, hip/pelvis, knee/ankle and selected MSK injection 
techniques. 
 

13:00-17:30 
 
 
 
 

Nursing, Allied Health & Medical - Intrathecal Pump Therapy Workshop 
Lagoon Room 

Facilitators | Rebekah Richards, Peter Georgius, Murray Taverner 
Faculty | Chris Beuer, Mark Tadros, Benjamin Manion, Zhi Hao Oon, Kristin Tynan, Rachel Whipp 

 
Structured practical workshop covering patient selection, intrathecal pharmacology, pump technology, refill 
simulation, interrogation/programming, emergency recognition, complications and service maintenance. 

 
Workshop supported by: 

 
17:30-19:00 Welcome Reception 

Grand Ballroom 1 & 2 
END OF PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 
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CONFERENCE DAY ONE – SATURDAY 8 AUGUST 2026 
06:45 Registration Open 

07:15-08:15 Industry Breakfast Session - Abbott 
Lagoon Room 1 

Industry Breakfast Session – Mainstay Medical 
Lagoon Room 2 

Naoufel Ouerchefani, Romil Jain, Peter Silburn 
Patient access, satisfaction and healthcare sustainability 
in Neuromodulation  

 

Robert Heros, Marc Russo, Adrian Nowitzke, Ben Manion 
Are you identifying the muscle behind the pain? 

 
 

07:45-08:15 Arrival Tea & Coffee 
Grand Ballroom 1 & 2 

08:15-10:30 Plenary 1: Evidence, Partnership and the Future of SCS 
Grand Ballroom 3 

Chair | Tim Ho, Peter Georgius, Martyna Berwertz 

 08:15-08:30 | ASM Committee Co-Convenors 
Official Opening: Acknowledgement of Country and Leadership Message 
08:30 - 08:55 | Nathan Taylor 
From Controversy to Collaboration: Reframing Spinal Cord Stimulation Through Evidence and Partnership 
08:55 - 09:20 | Anuj Bhatia 
Canadian Lessons in Neuromodulation: Evidence, Registries, and the Path to Sustainable Pain Care 

09:20 - 09:45 | Steven Falowski 
REALITY Study: Interpreting Long-Term Real-World Outcomes of Burst Stimulation in SCS 

09:45 - 10:10 | Robert Heros 
Non-Surgical Back Pain: Interpreting Cochrane and MJA Evidence - What to Let Go, What to Improve 

10:10 - 10:30 | Panel Q&A 

10:30-11:00 Morning Tea 
Grand Ballroom 1 & 2 

11:00-12:30 
 

Concurrent Sessions 1 
Breakout 1A | Grand Ballroom 3 

Communication, Consent and Value 
Breakout 1B | Lagoon Room 

AHNNSIG - SCI, Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Chair | Marc Russo Chair | Peter Georgius 

11:00 - 11:20 | Martin Wood  
Medicolegal Essentials: Informed Consent, 
Complications, and AI in Neuromodulation 

11:00 - 11:20 | Jessica Martin 
Transcutaneous Spinal Cord Neuromodulation: Translating 
Engineering into Functional Recovery After SCI 

11:20 - 11:40 | Monika Boogs 
Consumer Voices in SCS: Improving Support, 
Communication, and Care 

11:20 - 11:40 | Claudio Pizzolato, Dinesh Palipana, Kyle 
Mulholland  
BioSpine: Translational Pathways in SCI Recovery - From 
Computational Modelling to Clinical Rehabilitation 

11:40 - 12:00 | Tony Merritt 
When SCS Is Not Suitable: Communicating Decisions 
and Maintaining the Therapeutic Relationship (Part 1) 

11:40 - 12:00 | Deborah Gray 
Functional Outcomes Following Scrambler Therapy: A Nursing-
Collected Dataset 

12:00 - 12:20 | Marc Russo 
SCS in the Australian Health System: Evidence, 
Economics, and Value-Based Care 

12:00 - 12:20 | Jack Murphy 
Functional Rehabilitation Following a Prolonged 
Neuromodulation Trial in a Young Patient with Complex Regional 
Pain Syndrome: A Physiotherapy Case Report 

12:20 - 12:30 | Panel Discussion  12:20 - 12:30 | Panel Discussion  
12:30-13:30 Lunch 

Grand Ballroom 1 & 2 

CONTINUED OVER 
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CONFERENCE DAY ONE CONTINUED – SATURDAY 8 AUGUST 2026 
13:30-15:00 Concurrent Sessions 2 

Breakout 2A | Grand Ballroom 3 
Registries, Guidelines, Training and Emerging Interventions 

Breakout 2B | Lagoon Room 
 AHNNSIG - Technology and rTMS Care 

Chair | Alan Nazha Chair | Rebekah Richards 
13:30 - 13:50 | Michael Johnson  
Getting Started with Registry Data: A Practical Guide for 
Clinicians 

13:30 - 13:50 | Karen O'Maley  
Integrating Emerging Technologies to Improve Outcomes in 
Deep Brain Stimulation 

13:50 - 14:10 | Anuj Bhatia  
Navigating Critique: Interpreting Evidence and Building 
Credible Guidelines - Lessons from Canada 

13:50 - 14:10 | Tony Merritt  
When SCS Is Not Suitable: Communicating Decisions and 
Maintaining the Therapeutic Relationship (Part 2) 

14:10 - 14:30 | Tillman Boesel  
Training Proceduralists in Pain Medicine: Lessons from 
Practice, Challenges, and Future Directions 14:10 - 14:50 | Deepak Garg, Jane Robertson  

From Referral to Follow-Up: MDT Decision-Making in rTMS 
Care – Medical & Clinical Nurse Specialist Perspectives 14:30 - 14:50 | Michael Esposito  

Vertebrogenic Pain: Patient Selection, Evidence, and 
Outcomes of Basivertebral Nerve Ablation 
14:50 - 15:00 | Panel Q&A  14:50 - 15:00 | Panel Q&A  

15:00-15:30 Afternoon Tea 
Grand Ballroom 1 & 2 

15:30-16:50 Plenary 2: Competence, Drug Delivery and Objective Outcomes 
Grand Ballroom 3 

Chair | Meena Mittal 

15:30 - 15:50 | Anuj Bhatia  
Developing Competence in Procedural Pain Medicine: The Canadian Experience - What's Needed? 

15:50 - 16:10 | Christopher Beuer  
Modern Targeted Drug Delivery: Evidence, Real-World Outcomes, and Systemic Opioid Burden 

16:10 - 16:30 | Robert D. Heros  
Precision Rehabilitation Following Neurostimulation: Integrating Neuromodulation with Targeted Functional 
Recovery 

16:30 - 16:50 | Harold Nijhuis  
Real-World Registry Insights: Quantifying Response and Correlating with Long-Term Outcomes 

16:50-17:15 NSANZ Annual General Meeting 
Members only/as advised 

Grand Ballroom 3 
19:00-23:00 NSANZ Conference Dinner 

Horizons, Sheraton Grand Mirage 

END OF DAY ONE 
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CONFERENCE DAY TWO – SUNDAY 9 AUGUST 2026 
06:45 Registration Open 

07:15-08:15 Industry Breakfast Session – Saluda 
Lagoon Room 1 

Industry Breakfast Session – Boston Scientific 
Lagoon Room 2 

Harold Nijhuis, Richard Sullivan 
Objective by Design: Day 0 Prediction and the Role 
of Frequency in Closed-Loop SCS 
 
 

       
 

Marc Russo, Lismary Olivera 
Beyond the Headlines: Rebuilding Trust in SCS       
 
 
   
   

       
07:45-08:15 Arrival Tea & Coffee 

Grand Ballroom 1 & 2 
08:30-10:30 Plenary 3: Contemporary SCS Evidence, PVD and Device Design  

Grand Ballroom 3 

Chair | Michelle O’Brien 

08:30 - 08:55 | Michael Esposito 
Rethinking SCS Systems: Lead Durability, Device Design, and Reducing Revision Burden 
08:55 - 09:20 | Naoufel Ouerchefani 
Digital Integration in Neuromodulation: Remote Care and Referral Pathways 
09:20 - 09:45 | Harold Nijhuis  
Closed-Loop SCS: 36-Month Outcomes and Objective Neuromodulation with ECAP Sensing 

09:45 - 10:10 | Anuj Bhatia  
Placebo vs Active SCS: What the PACStim RCT Means for Clinical Practice 

10:10 - 10:30 | Panel Q&A 
Discussion 

10:30-11:00 Morning Tea 
Grand Ballroom 1 & 2 

11:00-12:30 
 

Concurrent Sessions 3 
Breakout 3A | Grand Ballroom 3 

Surgery, Device Pathways and Intrathecal 
Therapy 

Breakout 3B | Lagoon Room 
rTMS, Connectomics and Non-Invasive 

Neuromodulation 
Chair | Martyna Berwertz Chair | Tim Ho, Irina Hollington 

11:00 - 11:20 | Amit Lakkaraju  
Cryoneurolysis in Pain Management: An Evidence-Based 
Overview and Clinical Experience 

11:00 - 11:20 | Trevor Brown  
rTMS in Chronic Neuropathic Pain: Fundamentals - 
Mechanisms, Coil Selection, Protocols, and Safety 

11:20 - 11:40 | Benjamin Ho  
DBS Beyond Parkinson's: Evolving Indications in Epilepsy 
and Neuropsychiatric Disorders 

11:20 - 11:40 | Say Yang Ong  
rTMS for Chronic Pain: A Singapore Perspective on Service 
Development and Clinical Implementation 

11:40 - 12:00 | Naoufel Ouerchefani 
Neuromodulation in Peripheral Vascular Disease: 
Evidence, Patient Selection, and Clinical Experience 

11:40 - 12:00 | Eugene Henry  
Advancing rTMS Research in Small Fibre Neuropathy: 
Collaboration and Study Design 

12:00 - 12:20 | Chenyu Wang 
Translating Neuroimaging Biomarkers at Scale with AI 

12:00 - 12:20 | Yann Quidé  
rsfMRI in TMS: Test-Retest Reliability and the Quest for Objective 
Outcome Measures 

12:20 - 12:30 | Panel Q&A  12:20 - 12:30 | Panel Q&A  
12:30-13:30 Lunch 

Grand Ballroom 1 & 2 

CONTINUED OVER 
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CONFERENCE DAY TWO CONTINUED – SUNDAY 9 AUGUST 2026 
13:30-15:30 Plenary 4: Digital Tools, Training Standards and the Future of Neuromodulation 

Grand Ballroom 3 
Chair | Marc Russo, Nathan Taylor 

13:30 - 13:50 | Marc Russo  
Low-dose dosing strategy for spinal cord stimulation 
13:50 - 14:25 | Nathan Taylor  
Digital Patient Selection in SCS: The e-Health Tool and Its Role in Clinical Decision-Making 
14:25 - 14:50 | Mick Vagg  
Procedural Training in SCS in Australia: FPM Progress on College Standards and the PGP Framework 
14:50 - 15:15 | Interactive Roundtable: Marc Russo, Nathan Taylor, Mick Vagg, Meena Mittal and Audience 
What Do We Need Now? Building Evidence, Alignment, and the Future of Neuromodulation 
15:15 - 15:30 | Conference Close 
Invitation to NSANZ 2027 and closing remarks 

CONFERENCE CLOSE 
 

About NSANZ 
The Neuromodulation Society of Australia and New Zealand (NSANZ) is a medical society and regional chapter of 

the International Neuromodulation Society (INS). 

NSANZ is a non-profit group of clinicians, related healthcare professionals, scientists and engineers dedicated to the 
scientific development and raising awareness of the advanced medical practice of neuromodulation, which means the 

alteration of nerve activity through targeted delivery of a treatment, such as electrical stimulation or chemical agents, to 
specific neurological sites in the body. 

Neuromodulation is changing the way medicine is practiced. Some say we are moving away from the bio-medical era into the 
biochemical era. 

The Australian Neuromodulation Society, as NSANZ was originally known, was formed in 2004 and educates and promotes 
the field through meetings, its peer-reviewed journal Neuromodulation: Technology at the Neural Interface. 

Purpose 
As a recognised chapter society of the International Neuromodulation Society (INS), the Neuromodulation Society of 

Australia and New Zealand (NSANZ) has the following purpose and mission: 

To raise awareness of neuromodulation 
To promote knowledge and understanding of neuromodulation 

To promote the safe and professional practice of neuromodulation 
To promote, assist and encourage research into the field of neuromodulation 

To support our members and keep them up to date 

 

https://www.dccam.com.au/nsanz2026/
http://www.neuromodulation.com/become-a-member
https://www.neuromodulation.com/#journal
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