Topic Theme — Rural Sheds/Community Hubs
The Gippsland Cluster Muster

The Gippsland Cluster Muster came together to represent the Men’s Sheds across
the broad rural region from Melbourne suburbs to the far eastern countryside,
across four local government municipalities.

There are 27 Sheds, representing some 550 men, in a wide variety of settings and
venues — with many active partnerships and stakeholders — from Community Houses,
Health Services, Local Councils, RSLs and more.

The Cluster Muster invites and welcomes all sheds to get together — without regard
to any perceived physical borders — be they Council, Health Service Delivery or
other! It is about collaboration, cooperation, coordination, collegiality — it’s all about
sharing!

With the distances involved and lack of public transport, sharing resources and
contacts means better use of time, travelling to the nearest shed/meeting
irrespective of boundaries, plus good environmental options through carpooling.

The Cluster Muster pooled resources to circulate a shared calendar, highlighting
regular meetings, networking, and access to training and funding opportunities —
strength in numbers and partnerships.

The Cluster Muster builds on and supports the potential across Sheds to not only
share skills and experience, but also resources and donations of resources, and
current learnings eg in establishing new sheds — what works without re-inventing the
wheel!

We will illustrate the successes with some great stories!



