
Topic	
  Theme	
  -­‐	
  Mentoring	
  Special	
  Groups	
  
	
  
Mentoring	
  program	
  for	
  an	
  Asperger’s	
  child	
  
	
  
Yarrawonga	
  Mulwala	
  Men’s	
  Shed	
  is	
  based	
  in	
  Yarrawonga	
  Victoria,	
  and	
  has	
  approximately	
  50	
  
members.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  2011	
  the	
  Shed	
  was	
  approached	
  by	
  the	
  family	
  of	
  an	
  11	
  year	
  old	
  boy	
  who	
  is	
  diagnosed	
  with	
  Autism	
  
and	
  ADD	
  (Attention	
  Deficit	
  Disorder)	
  and	
  who	
  attends	
  a	
  local	
  primary	
  school.	
  	
  
The	
  family	
  enquired	
  of	
  the	
  possibility	
  of	
  their	
  son	
  attending	
  the	
  Men’s	
  Shed,	
  as	
  the	
  child	
  had	
  
experienced	
  bullying	
  at	
  school,	
  problems	
  fitting	
  into	
  some	
  set	
  classes,	
  and	
  	
  had	
  been	
  devastated	
  by	
  
the	
  recent	
  sudden	
  loss	
  of	
  his	
  grandfather,	
  which	
  had	
  triggered	
  off	
  severe	
  behavioural	
  challenges.	
  
	
  
After	
  meeting	
  and	
  putting	
  it	
  to	
  the	
  vote,	
  our	
  Men’s	
  Shed	
  decided	
  to	
  begin	
  a	
  mentoring	
  program	
  in	
  
partnership	
  with	
  the	
  local	
  Neighbourhood	
  House,	
  Rural	
  Access	
  and	
  the	
  school.	
  	
  
We	
  saw	
  this	
  not	
  only	
  as	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  be	
  inclusive	
  of	
  young	
  people	
  with	
  disabilities,	
  but	
  also	
  support	
  the	
  
ongoing	
  sustainability	
  of	
  the	
  MS	
  by	
  introducing	
  young	
  people.	
  
	
  
At	
  the	
  conference	
  we	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  presentation	
  on:	
  
‘The	
  development	
  and	
  operation	
  of	
  the	
  ‘Men’s	
  Shed	
  Mates’	
  mentoring	
  program.’	
  
This	
  would	
  be	
  accompanied	
  by	
  a	
  pictorial	
  Power	
  Point	
  Presentation.	
  
	
  
Thankyou	
  
	
  
Yours	
  sincerely	
  	
  
Vic	
  Beveridge,	
  President	
  
Yarrawonga/Mulwala	
  Men’s	
  Shed.	
  
	
  


