
Topic	
  Theme	
  –	
  International	
  Sheds	
  
	
  
Learning	
  from	
  down-­‐under;	
  Men’s	
  shed	
  in	
  Ireland	
  and	
  Europe	
  
	
  
This	
  presentation	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  report	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  Shedders	
  of	
  Australia	
  about	
  how	
  their	
  
movement	
  has	
  flourished	
  on	
  the	
  other	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  world.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  well	
  as	
  being	
  the	
  founder	
  and	
  CEO	
  of	
  the	
  Irish	
  Men’s	
  Sheds	
  Association,	
  John	
  Evoy	
  is	
  
AMSA’s	
  European	
  Representative	
  and	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  plenary	
  speaker	
  at	
  the	
  two	
  most	
  
recent	
  National	
  Conferences	
  in	
  both	
  Hobart	
  2009	
  and	
  Brisbane	
  2011.	
  In	
  those	
  
presentations	
  he	
  outlined	
  how	
  the	
  Men’s	
  Sheds	
  in	
  Europe	
  had	
  moved	
  from	
  a	
  concept	
  to	
  
a	
  reality	
  and	
  now	
  he	
  will	
  report	
  on	
  how	
  the	
  Movement	
  is	
  flourishing,	
  particularly	
  in	
  
Ireland	
  where	
  there	
  are	
  over	
  120	
  Sheds	
  registered	
  with	
  the	
  IMSA.	
  The	
  establishment	
  of	
  
the	
  Men’s	
  Sheds	
  Associations	
  in	
  Wales	
  and	
  the	
  UK	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  discussed.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  paper	
  will	
  go	
  on	
  to	
  explore	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  findings	
  of	
  the	
  first	
  national	
  survey	
  of	
  Men’s	
  
Sheds	
  to	
  have	
  been	
  completed	
  in	
  Ireland	
  which	
  produced	
  some	
  exciting	
  results	
  and	
  
which	
  allows	
  us	
  to	
  examine	
  the	
  similarities	
  and	
  emerging	
  differences	
  between	
  the	
  
Australian	
  Men’s	
  Sheds	
  and	
  those	
  in	
  Ireland.	
  The	
  survey	
  was	
  completed	
  by	
  Lucia	
  
Carragher	
  of	
  the	
  Dundalk	
  Institute	
  of	
  Technology.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  paper	
  will	
  also	
  include	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  how	
  the	
  Sheds	
  in	
  Europe	
  may	
  contribute	
  to	
  the	
  
newly	
  established	
  International	
  Federation	
  of	
  Men’s	
  Sheds	
  Associations	
  and	
  look	
  to	
  a	
  
future	
  where	
  the	
  Men’s	
  Sheds	
  Movement	
  goes	
  on	
  to	
  fulfill	
  its	
  potential	
  internationally.	
  	
  


