
Topic	
  Theme	
  -­‐	
  Sustainability	
  
	
  
Men’s	
  Sheds	
  –	
  Where	
  to	
  now?	
  
	
  
The	
  Men’s	
  Shed	
  movement	
  has	
  become	
  established	
  in	
  Australia.	
  However,	
  it	
  may	
  
have	
  reached	
  a	
  point	
  where	
  government	
  and	
  other	
  NGO’s	
  see	
  the	
  Men’s	
  Shed	
  as	
  a	
  
place	
  they	
  can	
  go	
  to	
  for	
  social	
  and	
  health	
  promotion.	
  But	
  is	
  this	
  what	
  being	
  a	
  
member	
  of	
  a	
  Men’s	
  Shed	
  is	
  really	
  about?	
  If	
  men’s	
  sheds	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  sustainable	
  grants	
  
need	
  to	
  be	
  sought,	
  many	
  seek	
  health	
  promotion	
  charity	
  status.	
  Yet	
  the	
  question	
  
must	
  be	
  asked:	
  Where	
  do	
  men’s	
  sheds	
  go	
  to	
  from	
  here?	
  Are	
  they	
  a	
  place	
  where	
  men	
  
meet	
  and	
  work	
  on	
  projects?	
  Or	
  are	
  they	
  a	
  resource	
  acting	
  as	
  a	
  pivot	
  for	
  health	
  
promotion	
  and	
  ‘cheap	
  labour’	
  for	
  projects	
  that	
  otherwise	
  would	
  not	
  flourish?	
  With	
  a	
  
change	
  of	
  government	
  imminent	
  now	
  is	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  decide.	
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