Topic Theme — Mentoring Special Groups
The Line Between

We've heard it said ‘There’s a fine line between pleasure and pain’.

This is especially true about the relationship between social services organisations and
Men’s Sheds across Australia. We’ve heard the not so good stories, programs gone wrong,
issues raised, not addressed, short sighted programs that left Sheds ‘to get on with it’.

However, does that really mean we should stop working together? Or can we do it better?
Let’s look at what works and learn from it. Take the Shed manual angle and share the ‘How
to’. This presentation looks at how the ‘Every Bloke Needs a Shed’ pilot program was set up,
what outcomes are being achieved, and how the needs of the Shedders were addressed so
they were able to help with the program.

This program being run by the Hunter Dementia and Memory Resource Centre has faced
some barriers and successes and couldn’t have made it this far without the Shedders.

Stuart’s background with the Hunter Valley Sheds as the first Cluster Coordinator gave him
some understanding of this important relationship between agencies and Sheds. ‘Sheds are
for Shedders’ is his catch cry. So what’s the difference?



