
Topic	
  Theme	
  –	
  Unique	
  Shed	
  Activities	
  

Toolbox	
  Talks	
  

Men’s	
  Sheds	
  Central	
  Coast	
   Incorporated	
  has	
   instituted,	
  across	
  the	
  Central	
  Coast	
  Region	
  of	
  
NSW,	
  a	
  speaker	
  program	
  known	
  as	
  “Toolbox	
  Talks.”	
  	
  It	
  was	
  developed	
  by:	
  

• Talking	
  with	
  shed	
  members	
  and	
  assessing	
  what	
  they	
  saw	
  their	
  greatest	
  needs	
  to	
  be.	
  
• Evaluating	
   the	
   relevance	
   of	
   potential	
   speakers	
   and	
   their	
   organisations	
   by	
  

interviewing	
  them	
  personally.	
  
• Facilitating	
   ready	
   access	
   for	
   the	
   Sheds	
   to	
   the	
   resulting	
   wide	
   range	
   of	
   available	
  

expertise	
  ranging	
  from	
  serious	
  health,	
  legal	
  and	
  financial	
  support	
  to	
  the	
  more	
  light-­‐
hearted	
  entertainment	
  groups.	
  

• Supplying	
  each	
  shed	
   in	
   the	
  region	
  with	
  Speaker	
  Catalogues,	
   in	
   full	
  colour,	
  detailing	
  
the	
  expertise	
  of	
  the	
  speakers.	
  

• Arranging	
  visits	
  by	
  the	
  speakers	
  as	
  and	
  when	
  requested	
  by	
  the	
  sheds.	
  
• Supporting	
   the	
   speakers	
   as	
   they	
   venture	
   into	
   the	
  Men’s	
   Sheds’	
   somewhat	
   unique	
  

environment.	
  
• Offering	
   speakers	
   positive	
   encouragement	
   after	
   each	
   talk	
   thus	
   helping	
   to	
   develop	
  

strong,	
  on-­‐going	
  relationships	
  with	
  them.	
  

Having	
   spent	
   6	
   months	
   visiting	
   the	
   sheds,	
   interviewing	
   speakers	
   and	
   producing	
   the	
  
catalogue	
   it	
   became	
   clear	
   that	
   a	
   foundation	
  had	
  been	
   laid	
   that	
  would	
   serve	
  not	
   only	
   the	
  
sheds	
  but	
  also	
  other	
  community	
  organisations.	
  	
  As	
  a	
  result,	
  the	
  concepts	
  of	
  Men’s	
  Sheds	
  are	
  
now	
   being	
   spread	
   across	
   the	
   wider	
   community	
   as	
   these	
   organisations	
   become	
   actively	
  
involved	
  in	
  the	
  program.	
  

	
  

	
  


