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Sunraysia	
  Men’s	
  Shed	
  Incorporated	
  
	
  
The	
  establishment	
  of	
  a	
  Men’s	
  Shed	
  in	
  Mildura	
  was	
  first	
  promoted	
  in	
  November	
  2007.	
  
A	
  sub-­‐committee	
  was	
  formed	
  and	
  within	
  a	
  few	
  months	
  an	
  auspice	
  organisation	
  was	
  
found	
  and	
  we	
  started	
  working	
  out	
  of	
  a	
  small	
  shed	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  auspice,	
  Christie	
  
Centre,	
  who	
  operate	
  a	
  recycling	
  centre	
  at	
  the	
  Mildura	
  Landfill.	
  
	
  
A	
  site	
  for	
  the	
  construction	
  of	
  a	
  shed	
  was	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  Mildura	
  Rural	
  City	
  Council	
  
at	
   the	
   landfill	
   facility,	
   and	
  planning	
  of	
   the	
   shed	
  was	
   commenced,	
   but	
   construction	
  
($120,000)	
  was	
  deferred,	
  pending	
  availability	
  of	
  funding.	
  
	
  
In	
  April	
   2010,	
  we	
  were	
   advised	
   that	
  we	
  had	
   received	
   a	
   grant	
   of	
   $50,000	
   from	
   the	
  
State	
  Government	
  and	
  this,	
  combined	
  with	
  $25,000	
   from	
  the	
  MRCC,	
  and	
  generous	
  
community	
   donations,	
   enabled	
   us	
   to	
   complete	
   the	
   plans	
   and	
   call	
   tenders	
   in	
  
December	
  2010	
  for	
  the	
  construction	
  of	
  the	
  shed.	
  	
  
	
  
Then	
  disaster	
  struck!	
  The	
  site	
  was	
  totally	
   inundated	
  in	
  the	
  record	
  rains	
  of	
  February	
  
2011,	
   and	
   it	
  was	
  decided	
   that	
  we	
   should	
   look	
   for	
   an	
   alternative	
   site,	
   a	
   task	
  which	
  
proved	
   to	
   be	
   extremely	
   difficult.	
   Finally,	
   an	
   agreement	
  was	
   entered	
   into	
  with	
   the	
  
Sunraysia	
  Institute	
  of	
  TAFE	
  which	
  generously	
  and	
  cooperatively	
  made	
  a	
  site	
  available	
  
on	
   its	
   grounds.	
   Construction	
   of	
   the	
   shed	
   commenced	
   in	
   February	
   2012,	
   and	
   we	
  
moved	
  into	
  the	
  shed	
  in	
  April	
  of	
  that	
  year.	
  
	
  
The	
  shed	
  is	
  now	
  completed	
  and	
  is	
  fully	
  paid	
  for,	
  at	
  a	
  cost	
  of	
  approximately	
  $250,000	
  
which	
   includes	
   tools	
   and	
   equipment,	
   and,	
   more	
   importantly,	
   it	
   is	
   owned	
   by	
   its	
  
members.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  shed	
  is	
  24m	
  x	
  15m,	
  plus	
  a16m	
  x	
  6m	
  annex,	
  housing	
  a	
  meeting	
  room,	
  office	
  and	
  
kitchen.	
   In	
   the	
  meeting	
   room	
  are	
   computer	
   facilities	
   for	
  use	
  by	
   the	
  members,	
   and	
  
data	
  projection	
  for	
  I.T.	
  presentations.	
  Our	
  aim	
  is	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  facility	
  for	
  all	
  men,	
  not	
  
just	
  those	
  with	
  practical	
  skills.	
  
	
  
Support	
   for	
   the	
   shed	
   has	
   been	
   quite	
   overwhelming,	
   and	
   it	
   could	
   not	
   have	
   been	
  
completed	
   without	
   significant	
   grants	
   from	
   the	
   Victorian	
   Government,	
   the	
   local	
  
Council,	
  Department	
  of	
  Veterans	
  Affairs	
  ($30,000)	
  for	
  tools/equipment,	
  and	
  the	
  local	
  
business	
  community.	
  	
  
	
  
Currently	
  we	
  have	
  120	
  financial	
  Members,	
  50	
  of	
  whom	
  regularly	
  participate	
  in	
  shed	
  
activities.	
  Membership	
  fees	
  are	
  $100	
  Life	
  Membership	
  and	
  $25	
  Annual	
  Membership,	
  
with	
  a	
  $2	
  session	
  fee.	
  Sessions	
  are	
  held	
  on	
  4	
  mornings	
  a	
  week.	
  The	
  shed	
  is	
  operated	
  
and	
  administered	
  by	
  its	
  members	
  and	
  there	
  are	
  no	
  paid	
  employees.	
  
	
  
Ron	
  Dudley	
  	
  
President	
  	
  	
  	
  
Sunraysia	
  Men’s	
  Shed	
  Inc.	
  
	
  


