Men’s Shed musos tune up for conference

By ELLIE-MARIE WATTS

IT STARTED out as just an
idea — a different activity the
Raymond Terrace Men’s Shed
members could get involved
with.

But Robert Bull and Neil
Goldthorpe had no idea just
how popular their idea of
forming a music group would
be when they put it to the
men’s shed members.

“It absolutely surprised me
how many came out of the
woodwork,” said Mr Bull,
president of the Raymond
Terrace Men’s Shed.

The music group, formed
eight months ago, fluctuates
between 12 and 14 members.

It consists of accomplished
musicians to learners, like Mr
Bull on guitar, and singers
who practise together once a
week, usually a Friday, at the
shed on the corner of William

POPULAR: The Raymond Terrace Men’s Shed music group:
(Back) lan Watt, Robert Bull, Greg Hughes, Golin McGrath,
Norm Field, John Noble, (front) Trevor Davis with Josie, Neil
Goldthorpe and Huckob Alverdain. Picture: Ellie-Marie Watts

and Sturgeon streets. Not
many men’s sheds have music Terrace group was invited to
groups, Mr Bull said, which

was why the Raymond

perform at the Australian

Men’s Shed Association’s
biennial conference in
Newcastle in October.

The conference, from
October 17-20, draws
between 400 and 500 Men’s
Shed delegates from around
Australia and the world.

“I knew the conference was
coming up and mentioned the
music group to the
organisers,” Mr Bull said.

“They thought it would be a
good idea.”

Raymond Terrace will have
delegates attending the
conference as well as
performing.

Additionally, Raymond
Terrace Men's Shed will host
a bus load of delegates on
October 18, who will tour the
men’s sheds in Port Stephens.

Any men wishing to join
the music group are welcome
to visit the shed and chat with
members.




